
Pastor’s  Francis Update 

Community in Heaven (Hebrews 12:22-24 ) 

 

Last Sunday-Evening Bible study on ZOOM was about “Life in Heaven.”  We focused specifically on the 
community in heaven.  We said that the concept of community has to do with people or things with com-
mon interests.  Some communities exist in a specific geographical location, while others can be virtual.  
For example, there are religious communities, student body communities, retirement communities, long 
term care communities, law communities, medical communities and even online communities!  In our 
study we read Hebrews 12:22-24 to see what it says about the community in heaven. 
 The first thing we noticed is that Hebrews 12:22-24 is one long sentence with a series of nine descrip-
tive phrases.  In these verses, the author is drawing a contrast between the inauguration of the Mosaic 
covenant and the New covenant.  The preceding verses in Hebrews 12:18-21 paint a terrifying picture of 
the danger which awaits any of the Old Testament saints who dare to get close to the Theophany on Mt. 
Sinai (please read Exodus 19).   According to Hebrews 12:21, “so terrible was the sight, Moses said, ‘I am 
full of fear and trembling.’”   
 The New covenant saints, however, do not have to be scared of entering God’s presence.  For they have 
come to the community of God’s grace.  This place is given three titles (Hebrews 12:22).  The first name, 
“Mount Zion” reminds us of an Old Testament name for Jerusalem.  It is used here to show that the peo-
ple of God redeemed by Jesus Christ, are in continuity with those of the Old Testament.  The second ti-
tle, “the city of the living God” is the same place as Mount Zion.  The presence of the “living God” sets 
this city apart from all its earthy foreshadowing (see Psalm 48).  The third title, “heavenly Jerusalem” is 
also called “the Jerusalem above” in Galatians 4:26 (see also Rev. 3:12; 21:2, 10).  The adjective 
“heavenly” ensures that we should not think of the earthly city (Heb. 11:16). 
 Hebrews 12:22b-24 lists six phrases which identify the inhabitants in Mount Zion.  This community is 
presented as a great celebratory gathering!  The first group is identified as supernatural beings: “myriads 
of angels in festal assembly.”  We are not told specifically the reason for their celebration.  There is howev-
er a clue in Luke 15:10 where Jesus says that “there is joy in the presence of the angles of God when over 
one sinner who repents.”  The second group among the community in heaven are the glorified saints.  
They are described as “the church of the firstborn” and the “spirit of the righteous made perfect.”  The 
former description refers to those whom God has appointed heirs of His promises in Christ (see Rom. 
8:17).  They are given all the rights and privileges of heaven.  The latter describes the fact that the salva-
tion of the saints in the Old Testament was completed through the cross-work of Jesus Christ.  The 
fourth person mentioned in the list is the supreme One: God Himself.  The One to whom we draw near 
as Judge is God.  His judgment is not limited to  punishment but includes the declaration of righteous-
ness to those who believe in Jesus. 
 Hebrews 12:24 mentions the person and work of Jesus.  He is described as “the mediator of a new cove-
nant” (see 1 Tim. 2:9).  Moses, the mediator of the old covenant, stood trembling at the foot of Mount 
Sinai, but Jesus, who is the mediator of the new covenant is in Mount Zion of the heavenly Jerusalem.  
The reason the Christians are able to be on Mount Zion is that His blood has been shed (Heb. 9:15-22), 
fulfilling the model of the ceremonial “sprinklings” of bloodshed in the Old Testament (Heb. 9:13, 19, 
21).  But not all bloodshed is beneficial, as we are reminded by a further reference to the first bloodshed 
of the Bible (see Heb. 11:4), but to the message of Jesus’ blood is far better.   
 We await the day when we shall reunite with our loved ones in Christ who have preceded us in glory, 
and together with the angels, will celebrate in community with the triune God our Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.      

By God’s Grace and for His glory,  

Pr. Francis 

  Sunday, May 8, 2022 



Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation”  

Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)  

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 
From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
 
Elect from every nation, 
Yet one over all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation, 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her so oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 
 
Mid toil and tribulation , 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 
’Till with the vision glorious, 
Her longing eyes are blessed, 
And the great church victorious 
Shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with Thee. 

https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/Samuel+John+Stone?t=h&n=833

